

Adopted 6/24/08


Introduced by Council Member Hyde: 

RESOLUTION 2008-480-A
A RESOLUTION URGING ALL JEA ELECTRIC CUSTOMERS TO LEARN ABOUT AND IMPLEMENT ENERGY CONSERVATION MEASURES TO HELP LESSEN THE IMPACT OF THE JEA RATE INCREASES; URGING THE CITY GOVERNMENT TO CONTINUE STUDYING AND IMPLEMENTING ADDITIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION MEASURES IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the dramatic increase in the price of oil and natural gas over the past several years and the subsequent dramatic rise in the cost of gasoline and electricity produced from those fossil fuels demonstrate our nation’s dependence on foreign sources and dwindling supplies of these fuels and our need to conserve and make the best use these resources until other energy sources become economically viable; and


WHEREAS, the JEA board has recently voted to increase its variable fuel rate charge to cover its sharply rising costs for fuel for power generation and will implement other scheduled base rate increases; and


WHEREAS, additional energy conservation measures on the part of JEA residential and commercial customers and of the City government will help reduce the cost impact of the upcoming variable and base rate increases on JEA customers and city taxpayers; and 


WHEREAS, JEA offers a variety of information and assistance to help customers reduce their power consumption and minimize their electric bills, including a web page (jea.com) with a variety of energy saving tips, power use calculators and information on purchasing and installing energy-saving appliances and household products, and either an on-line or in-person home energy audit; and

WHEREAS, the purchase and installation of certain energy-efficient appliances and home improvement products (insulation, replacement windows, solar-powered hot water heaters, Energy Star appliances, etc.) may qualify the purchaser for an energy conservation tax credit on their federal income tax return; and

WHEREAS, the City government can help reduce JEA’s energy production needs and can help save taxpayer dollars by reducing its energy consumption and costs through conservation efforts and energy-conscious design and operation of public buildings and facilities; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby urges all JEA customers to take advantage of JEA’s available resources to learn about and implement energy conservation measures in their homes and businesses to reduce energy consumption and thereby to reduce electric bills in the face of upcoming electric rate increases.

Section 2. 
That JEA continue to vigorously pursue all available steps to develop and promote conservation methods in an effort to further forestall rate increases.

Section 3.

That the Council hereby urges the City government to continue studying and implementing additional aggressive energy conservation measures in public buildings and facilities to economize on the use and cost of electric power.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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